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Christchurch Schools - Year 4 Development Football Tournament

Dear Colleague
I am pleased to invite your school to enter a team in the 7-a-side development football tournament. 
DATE: TUESDAY 10TH MARCH 2026
VENUE: CHAPEL GATE
TIME: 3.30PM START - FINISHING AT 5PM. 

Tournament Rules
1. All other items not covered will be as normal Rules of the Dorset Mini Soccer League.

2. Number of players
All matches will be in the form of 7 v 7 – one player shall be the Goalkeeper. A squad of 10 may be used for the competition.

3. Playing Equipment
Players must wear shin guards and goalkeepers must wear a distinguishing playing strip.
Shin guards must be covered entirely by the socks.

4. Referee
The decisions of the referee regarding facts connected with play are final. The referee may only change a decision on realising that it is incorrect or, at his/her discretion provided that play has not restarted.

5. Duration of game
The length of the games will be set on the day to suit the length of the competition.

6. Competition Format
Each team will play each other once (a competition format will be handed out on arrival). Three points shall be awarded for a win and one point for a draw. 

7. Substitutes
Any number of substitutes, without being named, may be used at any time with the permission of the referee or game leader. Entry into the field of play will only be allowed during a stoppage in play. A player who has been replaced may return to the playing area as a substitute for another player.

If you would like to take part in this tournament, please confirm by Friday 6th March. If you have any questions about the tournament please do not hesitate to contact me. Please use the code of conduct on the next page in your letters to parents. 

Yours sincerely 

Daniel Moody

School Games Organiser & School Sport Partnership Manager 
E: daniel.moody@thegrangeschool.com    T: 07789 502127



CHRISTCHURCH SCHOOL SPORT CODE OF CONDUCT
School Pupils will …………………….
· Encourage and value the efforts of all team mates.
· Learn and accept the agreed rules.
· Never cheat.
· Treat everyone with courtesy and respect.
· Always behave well and be reliable, trustworthy and honest.
· Appreciate the honour of representing the school.
· Always listen and accept the official’s instructions and decisions.
· Be sporting and considerate in winning.
· Be sporting and considerate in defeat.
· Always thank the officials, teachers and adult helpers.

Parents/Supporters will …………………….
· Recognise and encourage good sporting behaviour of all children.
· Act as a good role model for the children to copy.
· Actively discourage unsporting behaviour.
· Offer praise and encouragement rather than criticism during the activity.
· Applaud the effort of all teams.
· Discourage other supporters from using inappropriate spectator language or interfering in coaching decisions made during the activity.
· Support the teacher’s match and kit arrangements.
· Encourage the children to respect the decisions of the officials.
· Be aware that shouting can intimidate children.
· Ensure our participating children are presentable and sport ready (correct kit, no jewellery, hair up) to set a good example and to ensure the safety of all participants.

School Staff will …………………….
· Ensure the safety of all participants during the event
· Set the example for all players, parents/guardians and spectators, set a good example at all times.
· Ensure that each player is appropriately dressed with the school kit (sports or P.E.).
· Promote the positive aspects of the sport (E.g. fair play).
· Display consistently high standards of behaviour and appearance.
· Never condone rule violations and inappropriately aggressive play.
· Display appropriate behaviour towards other teachers, officials, and volunteers.
· Read the rules of the game and assist players in their understanding of them, supporting where necessary.
· Promote the School Games Values of honesty, respect, self-belief, determination, passion and teamwork.
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